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The animals gathered together. The smallest 
creatures were dancing about. “They’d not be 
so cheerful if they were shot at all the time,” 


_ said Mr Pheasant. “Don’t worry dear, I’ll do 


my best to look after you,” comforted his wife. 


s midnight approached, the animals of 
arthing Wood made their way to a 
clearing at the edge of the wood. “Better 
hurry Badger! If you’re late there'll be a 
to-doo, to-doo,” called Owl. 


“Are we all here, Badger?” asked Fox. “Fraid 
not, Fox. Mole’s missing,” answered Badger. 
“Mole’s ssslow and ssstupid,” hissed Adder. 
Mole overheard this last remark, burst into 
tears and went back underground. 


“We can’t leave without Mole,” said Badger. 
“You go on and we'll catch you up.” The 
animals set off, with Toad leading the way. 
Meanwhile Badger followed the little fellow’s 
tunnel until it stopped. 


“Everyone’s waiting for you, Moley,” said 
Badger. “Go away,” sobbed Mole. “I’m not 
coming. I’m so slow Ill only hold you up.” 


“Don’t be silly, Mole,” said Badger, picking 
him up. “You can ride on my back.” 


With Mole hanging on to his fur, Badger soon 
caught up with the others. Once out of the 
wood the animals passed through a building 
site. Owl flew on ahead to see if the coast 
was clear. 


Toad kept up a good pace, but soon the Newts 
were in trouble. Ever since their pond had 
been filled in, they had suffered badly and 
their baby was dying of thirst. 


“I can see a Swimming pool ahead,” called 
Owl. Badger and Fox pushed their heads 
through a hedge and, sure enough, 

there it was. 


The smaller animals rushed to the pool steps 
and started to drink. 


With baby Newt on his back, Mr Newt and 
his wife struggled to the edge of the pool and 
dived in. Splash! The water perked them up 
immediately and soon the whole family was 
swimming around happily. 


“How am I sssupposssed to reach the water?” 
asked Adder. “If I hold on to the end of your 
tail, I can let you down to drink,” suggested 
Weasel. “Don’t you dare let go,” warned Adder 
with a hiss. 


The rabbits and hares were sitting on a lilo at 
the edge of the pool. “Come for a swim, 
mateys!” Toad called, jumping out of the water 
and landing beside them. The rabbits were so 
startled, they began to bounce up and down. 


Fox grabbed a stick and holding one end in 
his mouth he lowered the other end into the 
pool.“What am I sssupposssed to do with 
that?” hissed Adder. “Grab it!” Fox said and 
then he neatly flipped her on to the grass. 


“We’re too small to reach the water,” 
chorused the smallest animals. “Come on,” ~ 
said Fox, “You can all get to the water if you 
use Badger and me as a bridge. But cling on 
tight, we don’t want any accidents,” he added. 


The lilo wobbled dangerously and they 
squealed with fear. “Don’t panic! And don’t 
fall in,” shrieked Mrs Rabbit. The noise woke 
up the family cat who 
pushed her head out of 
the cat flap and gave a 
surprised miaow. 
Weasel let go of Adder’s 
tail in horror. Plop! 
“That’sss right, leave 
me to drown!” Adder 
exclaimed. “Hurry 
and get out of the 
garden,” called 
Fox. Badger 
rounded up the animals 
while Fox went back for Adder. 


Adder turned on Weasel. “I'll sssee you later,” 
she hissed. “Not if I see you first,” Weasel 
shouted as she streaked off. “Stop it, you 
two!” said Badger as he wondered what else 
would go wrong on their long journey... 


All About... 


Survival 
of the 
biggest 


In spring the mother 
Barn owl lays three to 
seven white eggs. She 
lays an egg every other 
day, so the chicks hatch 
every two days. The 
eldest chick may be two 
weeks old when the 
youngest is born. if there 
is not enough food to go 
round, the largest chick 
will get the most to eat 
and survive. 


661'm Owl — not just any old 
owl, of course. There are 
several sorts of owl in Britain and 


we're all different. I’m a Long-eared owl. 


At night, I'm out hunting for food. 


During the day | sleep on the branch of a 
tree, leaning against the trunk so no one 


can see me. Not all owls do this. Let me 
introduce some of the others and you'll 
see what | mean.99 


This is a Short-eared 
owl. You may see them 
during the day flying over 
the grassy moors and 
marshes in the wild 
places where they live. 
They nest in shallow holeg 
on the ground. 


Tawny owls are very 
noisy! You may hear one 
at night hooting ‘kee wick’ 
with an answering ‘woo’ 
from its mate. They are 
the most common owls in 
Britain. They’re quite 
happy to live in towns as 
well as woodlands. 


I'm called the 
Long-eared owl 
because those two 
large tufts on my head 
look like ears - but 
they’re not. They’re 
just feathers, which | 
wiggle to signal to 

my mate. 


This owl nests in barns 
and old buildings - so it’s 
called the Barn owl. Barn 
owls hunt at sunset for 
small mammals. They like 
voles, mice and shrews 
best. The Barn owl’s call 
is an eerie shriek. 


Little owls are 
sometimes seen during 
the day, sitting on a 
fence posi or on the 
ground. They have large 
yellow eyes and are only 
22cm long - a bit smaller 
than a hedgehog. 


All About... 


A-Hunting we will go 


66As dusk falls, | come out of my daytime 
roost and start looking for food. My body is 
specially made for hunting. 

All this talk about food makes me feel 
hungry - so I’ll let this Tawny owl teli you 
why we owls are such skilful hunters. I’m off 
to catch myself a little something to eat.99 


Soft downy feathers 
trap warm air, just 
like a duvet. This 
means | don’t get 
cold when I’m sitting 
still on the frostiest 

” 9 of nights. 


Tite 


fe 


ss down feather 
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| have a grand total of 14 bones 
in my neck - twice as many as 
you! The extra bones allow me to 
swivel my head round to see in all 
directions ~ perfect for hunting. 


My ears are hidden on 
the sides of my head. | 
can hear the 

tiniest sounds and 
squeaks and this helps 
me home in on my prey. 


| have huge-eyes which 
let in lots of light, so | 
can see well at night. 
They look forwards 
which helps me to judge 
distances accurately 
when | swoop for the 
kill. Other birds have 
eyes on the sides of 
their heads. 


My face acts a bit like a 

satellite dish. The ruff of 

stiff feathers traps noises 

made by my prey and the 

flat surface directs these 

sounds to my earsy 
Vi 


Razor-sharp talons 
are my main 
weapons. | use 
them to grip and kill 
my victims. 


Owl 


pellets 


The outside of my 
wing feathers are 
velvety, to deaden 
noise, so | can fly 
silently. 


An owl can’t digest the bones and fur of its prey. 
Instead it makes them into pellets and coughs 
them up. Roost and nest sites are good places to 
find pellets, so look under large trees. 

Although Barn owls are not common, their 
pellets are the easiest to find if you live near barns 
or farm buildings. They are dry, black, sausage 
shaped and about the size of a man’s thumb. 

Soak the pellet in warm water for a few hours, 
then use tweezers to pull it apart very carefully. 
You'll find the bones of small animals and maybe 


the shiny wing cases and legs of beeiles, too. 


I like to eat voles, mice, 
shrews, rats and small 
birds - and | swallow 
them whole! 
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({ARDEN N. 
IN SPRIN 


66Hello mateys! Travelling the 
way | do, I’ve seen a few gardens) 
in my time —- and | can tell you it’s I 
not always biggest that’s best. 
As long as it’s a garden with a 
pond where | can bathe, and 
plenty of undergrowth where | can keep 
cool, that’s enough for me! 
| like spring. Some birds are making thei 
nests, others are feeding their little ones. 
The tadpoles are swimming round in the 
pond getting bigger and bigger. And, best 
of all, | love to a in a nice ili April | 
shower. Mmm... 


Toad’s Challenge: on an early 
spring morning, this garden is 
full of creatures. How many 
can you see? 
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your Farthing 
Wood Friends! 
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66Hello mateys! Travelling the {) : 
way | do, I’ve seen a few gardens) | 
in my time - and | can tell you it’s i 
not always biggest that’s best. |) 


As long as it’s a garden with a | 
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pond where | can bathe, and 

plenty of undergrowth where | can keep 

cool, that’s enough for me! 

| like spring. Some birds are making thei 
nests, others are feeding their little ones. 
The tadpoles are swimming round in the 
pond getting bigger and bigger. And, best 
of all, | love to splash in a nice gentle April 
shower. Mmm....99 ; 


Toad’s Challenge: on an early 
spring morning, this garden is 
full of creatures. How many 
can you see? 
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Dear Parent, 


<2 
1K 


OY?) FARTHING WooD FRIENDS builds up into 


a fascinating nature series that will 
make your children’s learning fun. 


They will want to refer to Farthing 


Wood Friends again and again, 
both for school work and to enjoy 
the adventures of the animals. To 
make sure the magazines Stay in 
perfect condition and don’t get lost, 
we have designed these colourful Tidy Boxes. 
Each Tidy Box holds up to 26 issues and 4 boxes 
will hold the entire set. Each Tidy Box costs £5.95, 
but if you order 2 Tidy Boxes now they will cost 
only £10.40, a saving of £1.50. And if you order 
4 Tidy Boxes now they will cost only £19.80, a 
saving of £4.00, AND you'll get an exclusive 
Mole T-shirt worth £5.00 free. You 
won't be able to buy this T-shirt 
anywhere else! 
To get your Farthing Wood Friends 
Tidy Boxes simply fill in the order 
form today and post along with your 
payment. Remember if you order 
4 Tidy Boxes you'll receive a 
FREE Mole T-Shirt AND save over 15% 
on the price! 


Please send me 4 Tidy B £19.80, PLUS my FREE Mole 
T-shirt.— Preferred size: 026” 028” 130” 

O Please send me 2 Tidy Boxes at $10.40. 

O Please send me | Tidy Box at § 

Please fill out the name and the address of the person who is to 
receive the binder(s). 

NAME 


ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 


You may either pay by cheque, postal order or by any of the 
credit cards listed below. 


HOW TO PAY BY CHEQUE / POSTAL ORDER 
Simply enclose a cheque/postal order made out to Woodgate 
(Kaglen Ltd. for the full amount and put it in an envelope 
along with this order form. Details of where to send this form are 
overleaf. 
HOW TO PAY BY CREDIT CARD 


Simply fill out the c below, put this form in an envelope and 


send it to the address overleaf. 

CARDTYPE: (access Cvisa COMASTERCARD Osw ircH LJCONNECT 
carp NUMBER CIO00 0000 OOOO 00000 

| EXPIRYDATE — / 
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(This offer is only open to residents of the U.K. and Republic of Ireland; 
\, please allow 28 days for delivery) 
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GARDEN 
IN SPRIN 


66Hello mateys! Travelling the 
way | do, I’ve seen a few gardens 
in my time — and | can tell you it’s 
not always biggest that’s best. 
As long as it’s a garden with a 
pond where | can bathe, and 
plenty of undergrowth where | can keep 
cool, that’s enough for me! 


| like spring. Some birds are making their 


nests, others are feeding their little ones. 
The tadpoles are swimming round in the 
pond getting bigger and bigger. And, best 
of all, | love to splash in a nice gentle April 
shower. Mmm....99 ; 


Toad’s Challenge: on an early 
spring morning, this garden is 
full of creatures. How many 
can you see? 
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FWF TIDY BOX OFFER 
FREEPOST 

PO Box 1, 

Hastings, TN35 4BR. 


Please make sure you have filled out all the details, then 
se the form with your payment in an envelope, and 
post it to the address above. 


NO STAMP NEEDED 


2 to time we may mai 
by 


love a garden. The best time to look for 
_ them is early in the morning or in the 
evening. Some creatures on the 
previous page are hiding. Altogether 
there are six Snails, three Blue tits, 
two Squirrels and two Hedgehogs. Did 
you spot them all? 


The Robin is a clever 
ib little bird that makes its 
y = home in some surprising 
} places — like old 
: kettles, saucepans and 
chests of drawers. 


The Small tortoiseshell 
butterfly spends its days 
sipping nectar from 
flowers. This gives it 
energy to fly and breed. 


~y 
aon . 
! Toads often come out 
| at night - or after a 
_ shower of rain. A 
| rockery near a pond is a 
safe place for them to such as ivy or 
live as they are well honeysuckle. » 
_ hidden from predators a 
| during the day. , | 


The Wren nests in 
cracks in a wall or 
deep in a creeper 


S 


Slugs and Snails may be 
the slowcoaches of the 
garden, but they 

» make quick work of 
~» eating juicy leaves. 


Bumble bees 
buzz busily as 
they fly from 
flower to flower. 
They collect 
pollen to put in 
their leg pouches. 


Blue tits need extra 

material to build their \ 
nests in early spring. 
You can help them by 
filling a bird feeder with 
old bits of wool, 
feathers, dry grass, 
moss and scraps 

of fabric. 


The Brimstone is one 
of the earliest butterflies 
of the year. Its bright 
yellow colour is why 
they’re called 

ty butter-flies. 


The Swallows swooping 
overhead have just flown 
back from southern 
Africa - a distance of 
over 10,000 miles. 


Blackbirds enjoy a tasty worm. When 
they are trying to catch one, 
they stand with their head 
to one side. They seem 
to listen out for any 
movements in 

the ground. 


Squirrels are well 

known for helping 
themselves to any 
food left in the 
garden. If you put 
scraps out for the 
birds, you may find 
the squirrels get there 
first! 
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iif SOWING 


A seed is like a miniature time bomb, 
ticking away all winter, waiting to 
explode. In spring it bursts into life, 
sending a root down into the earth and a 
shoot up towards the sun. 

Try growing some flowers from seed in 
a window box or garden. Nasturtiums 
and marigolds are colourful and easy to 
grow. You can help attract butterflies 
and bees to your garden by growing 
flowers they like to feed on, such as 
honesty and candytuft. 

Each flower head holds seeds which 
scatter when they are ripe - so more 
flowers will grow next year. 


cornflower 
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Discovering Naturé- 


SKY DIVERS 

Dandelion seeds have 
feathery parachutes to carry 
them away on the wind. 
When you blow a dandelion 
‘clock’ you are helping the 
seeds to spread. 


» marigold: 


nasturtiums 


“INDOOR 
GARDENING 


Some plants grow best indoors. Here are 
some ideas for growing seeds at home. 

All seeds need light, water and warmth 
to germinate (begin to grow). So 
remember to put your seeds in a warm 
place and keep them watered. 


_ ¢.* . SCATTER BOMB 
eo °° When they’re ripe, poppy 
“ seed pods explode. The 
‘ seeds are flung into the air 
“ie and scatter widely. 
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266 AND CRESS 
SAnowIeH 


You need: 

Cress, 2 slices of bread, soft butter or margarine, 
mayonnaise, 1 egg, salt, saucepan, egg timer, bowl, 
dessert spoon, fork, knife 


2 Turn off the heat. Pour 
off the boiling water and 
fill the saucepan with cold 
water. When the egg is 
cold, peel off the shell. 


a Put the egg in the saucepan 
with enough cold water to cover 
it. Heat the water until it bubbles. 
Turn the heat down. Set the 


timer and boil the egg for an 
minutes to hard boil. e 


—- } ¢ 
a Butter 2 slices of bread. Spread the 


egg mixture on 1 slice, then add the 
cress. Lay the other slice of bread on 
top. Cut the sandwich in half. Now it’s 


3 Put the egg in a bowl. 
Add a spoonful of 
mayonnaise and a little Lua 


salt. Mash it all together 
with a fork. i 


ready to eat. 
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ress seeds grow easily on damp blotting paper. 4 : 
Here’s a cress hedgehog you can grow and eat. i EN 3-D LETTERS 
You need: ‘ ESS Here’s another fun idea for growing 
Plate, blotting or kitchen paper, 2 Soricise the'seeds ont to cress. Write your initials in big capitals 
tracing paper, the paper toil in the on blotting paper. Fill the letters in with 
eo petethog Srepenicantne cress seeds and watch your initials grow 

encil, : : | 
 . apace damp andiwarniara green. Then you can eat your name! 


watch your hedgehog’s 
‘prickles’ grow. 


1 Trace the hedgehog 
outline onto blotting paper 
and cut it out. Put the 
blotting paper on a plate 
and dampen it. 


RIVER RAFTERS 
Plants that grow near rivers 
may drop their seeds on to 
the water. The 

seeds float away S 
to find a new 
home. ; 


3 After a few days you can 
cut and eat the prickles! 
They're delicious in egg 
sandwiches or salad. 
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JAM JAR | 
BEANSTALK | 


Try growing some beans in 

a jam jar. After a few days you'll 
see a root and a shoot start to 
grow from each bean. 

You need: 

A few large dried beans, jam jar, 
blotting paper, scisso 


2 Roll the paper up and slide it into 
the jar. Push the beans between the 
paper and the jar. Put some water in 
the jar and stand it on a window sill. 
Don’t let the blotting paper dry out. 


q Measure the height of the jam jar 
against the blotting paper. Cut a length 
to fit inside the jar. 


Squirrel Says: 


Ask an adult to help 
you boil the egg. An 
adult must pour off t 
boiling water as it 


3 After a few days, each bean’s skin 


splits. A root and shoot appear. When the plants grow too big for 


the jar, you can plant them in a pot 
or in the garden. They will need sticks 
to support them. slg 
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FIVE TO FIFTEEND> 
With only five little 
ones, this is quite a 
small Blue tit family. 
Often a record- 


- LIVING OND 
MUM’S BACK 
At about the age 


In the animal world there’s no such thing —_—°f Seven months, 


as a typical baby - nor a typical parent, oe 


a 1 Di - 5 , 
come to that Different kinds of animal mother's cosy breaking 15 baby tits 
have found their own weird and pouch for good. It hatch at one time. 
wonderful ways of having babies rides on her back 


and spends the 
next few months 
of its life there. 


and looking after them. 


I've so many 
children | don't 


BIGGEST FARTHING WOOD FAMILY> 
The vole has up to nine babies at a time. It 
can also have them 15 times a year, which ¢ 
means a female vole could have 135 

babies in just 12 months! 


ANIMAL HAS PUPS? 


= 


ilvas 3HL 


<qJUMPING JOEY JAWS! > 


A baby Kangaroo is called a Nile crocodiles 

joey. When first born, it’s pink, have strong 

wrinkled and the size of a jaws and very sharp teeth. 

bean. The joey crawls into its As soon as the baby crocodiles hatch, their 
mother’s pouch and starts mother carefully picks them up in her mouth. 


sucking a nipple there. After a She then carries them very gently to water. 
few months it’s big enough to 


hop in and out of the pouch. 
rs af 
Vv FROGGY-BACKS ayna2in 


Some frogs in the 
Amazon rainforests 
have a very secure 
way of taking their 
, tadpoles to the 
pools of water 


FOSTER PARENTSP> 
Baby Cuckoos are not 
brought up by their own 
parents because the 
Cuckoo lays its eggs in 
another bird’s nest. The 
foster parents continue to 
feed the chick, no matter 
how huge it becomes. 


In Sea horses, it’s the male 
‘ that gives birth, not the 

female. Male Sea horses 

have a pouch. Into this the 


ADOE A DEER 


they'll grow up in. female lays her eggs. When Baby deer are born with a pattern of white spots. 

They carry them the baby Sea horses hatch, This helps hide them from enemies because they 

there piggy- they grow in dad’s pouch. are harder to see in dappled woodland light. VWFOLLOW MY LEADER 
\ back fashion. When they are a few months old and can look When they're old enough, a mother Come along 
A after themselves, they lose the pattern. shrew takes her babies on a tour of the children. 


area. They hold on to the one in front. 


THE LOST TWINS 


The burrow was in a terrible mess and Mrs Rabbit 
was tidying up. She thought the twins were 
playing nearby but when she called them, there 
was no reply. Mrs Rabbit became worried. 
Perhaps they were hiding or maybe they’d gone 
to see her cousin Snorer. 


Can you help Mrs Rabbit search each of the 
rooms in the burrow and then find Snorer 
asleep in bed? 

Can you find Mole? 
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find five things wr"9 ' this roo 
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Puzzle it ouf 22 =~ 


Mrs Rabbit shook Snorer and he woke with a 
start. “What’s wrong?” he asked. 

“The twins are missing — | thought they 
might be here,” she explained anxiously. 

“Il haven’t seen them,” said Snorer, “out 1’ll 
help you look.” 

Once out of the burrow, they made their 
way across the field where they bumped 
into their friend, Pogo. 


Find out who their 35 on 33 
friend is by . 
joining the 36, 

dots. Then 

you can eo 


Ne 37° 
colour it in. Y 29,589 


Puzzle it out 


Musical rabbits 1 
By this time Mrs Rabbit was in a 
panic. 

The three animals hurried 
towards the trees and came 
across a clearing. Mrs Rabbit 
gave a sigh of relief. She could 
spot the twins — can you? 


Keep one cake for the face 
and cut the other cake to 


@ make ears and a bow tie. 
® 


a f/ LT 


of the cakes); 250g ici 
lots of Smarties, chocolate 


[3] Put the cake and 
pieces on a large plate 
or board to makeup 
your rabbit. 

For the icing, put 
250g icing sugar in 
a bowl and add boiling 
water until it is 
just runny. 

Spoon the icing 
on to the face, ears 
and bow tie and spread 
it evenly with a knife. 


%2P.@29S PCO 0° 


You will need 2 sponge cakes ; 1 round plate (about the size @ 
sugar ; a glace cherry ; angelica; @ 

2 buttons, liquorice strings and ‘ 

other sweets for decoration. @, 


] Colour it in == 
m= MOLE DROPS IN 


you find two ———— 
that look the Se EP ae oh were bate jy a do a 
same? 


[2) 
Place part of your plate on the O 
cake like this and cut round it 

to make one ear, Repeat on @ ‘ 
the other side for the second © 


ear. The leftover piece is the 
bow tie. ‘ 


@ 
[4] Give your rabbit @)) 
chocolate button eyes, 
a cherry nose and a 
mouth and whiskers =@ 
of liquorice strings or 
angelica or both. Press O 
Smarties or i? 
other sweets a @) 
into the bow tie @® 
to smarten . 
him up. Now () 
your rabbit 
looks good 


O 
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COMPETITION 


Over the next few weeks, look inside the 
front covers of your magazine and you'll 
find a competition question. Just to make it 
easy — you'll find the answer somewhere in 
your issues of Farthing Wood Friends! 

| Simply look through your issues for the 

| answer and make a note of it. 


ENTRY TOKENS ; 
| Take care to keep the entry tokens on the 
free sticker sheets you get with your issues. 
| There will be 5 tokens for you to collect. 
| You can peel them off and keep them safe 
| on your sticker board until you get your 
entry form in part 7. You'll need to send in 
the 5 tokens with your entry. 


| ENTRY FORM 

| Your entry form comes with part 7. It will 
repeat all the competition questions, so 

| don’t worry if you can’t remember them. 


DID YOU MISS YOUR 
COPY OF ISSUE 1? 


(UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

If you haven't got your special half-price copy 
of issue 1 - with a free sticker board and the 
first set of free stickers - don’t panic! 

Just ask a grown-up to write to the address 
below. Make sure they mark the envelope 
‘Farthing Wood Back Numbers’ and ask them to 
enclose a cheque or postal order for 60p 
made payable to Woodgate 

(Eaglemoss) Limited. 

Send it to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd, 

PO Box 1,Hastings, TN35 4TJ 


ie | 


Here’s your chance to win one of the 
100 free T shirts in our great Farthing 
Wood Friends competition. 


geen 


THE PRIZES. 

There are 100 Farthing Wood T shirts to win. 
They come with the exclusive television 
design of Fox, Badger and their friends. The 
T shirts are 100% cotton in white and in 
one size only (children’s extra large). 


WHO CAN ENTER 

You must be under 12 years and live in 
either the UK or the Republic of Ireland. You 
must not be related to anyone who works. 
for Eaglemoss Publications Limited. 


Here’s Question 1 j 
What bird has more than 200 eyes? 
(Remember, the answer is somewhere \ 
in issue 1 or 2) 
If you know the answer, write it in the space 
below: 


FA The Wh ke me COCK | 


Keep your answer safe and when you get your ° 
entry form, you can write it in the answer box 
for Question 1. 


he 


